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House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to just thank my 
colleagues for voting so overwhelm-
ingly for H.R. 3, the No Taxpayer Fund-
ing for Abortion Act. 

America today is solemnly pro-life 
and the trend line tangibly improves 
by the year. On public funding, a super-
majority of well over 60 percent oppose 
public funding of abortion. Clearly, 
Americans get it. There is nothing 
compassionate, benign, or nurturing 
about abortion. Abortion methods, the 
actual deed of dismemberment, chem-
ical poisoning or suction is an act of vi-
olence against children. 

Abortion also hurts women. Earlier 
today in the Capitol, we heard from 
Nancy Tanner, a woman from Silent 
No More Awareness Campaign, who 
eloquently urged passage of H.R. 3. Ms. 
Tanner spoke of her abortion and the 
emotional agony that she has endured 
and noted that well over 10,000 women 
have come forward and now have spo-
ken out publicly against abortion. 
Each and every one of those women 
have had at least one abortion them-
selves, and they talk of the ongoing 
and enduring agony of that abortion. 

I want to, again, thank my col-
leagues for supporting the No Taxpayer 
Funding for Abortion Act. 
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ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE ENERGY 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
when I drove to the airport to come out 
here this week, I recognized that gaso-
line was at $3.86 a gallon in my dis-
trict, and the last time we got to these 
levels was almost 21⁄2, 3 years ago in 
the summer of 2008. 

And we, at that time, came up with 
an all-of-the-above energy plan, a plan 
that recognizes that what we need to 
do is expand production in the United 
States. We need to concentrate on con-
servation. We need to incentivize new 
forms of energy. But first and fore-
most, in order to get us over the 
bridge, we need to make certain that 
we utilize responsibly resources that 
have been given to this great country 
by our Creator. 

We need offshore exploration, on-
shore exploration, clean coal tech-
nology, oil shale, all of the things that 
the American people know will de-
crease not just the price of gasoline but 
will decrease our reliance on foreign oil 
and make this country safer and the 
world safer. 

Let’s get to work on an all-of-the- 
above energy plan on behalf of the 
American people. 
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RISING GAS PRICES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FINCHER). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
unfortunately in what has become a 
time-honored tradition, the President 
and my Democratic colleagues that are 
here in Congress find it more conven-
ient and politically expedient to make 
targets of energy companies. These are 
companies who invest their own capital 
and resources to increase our country’s 
energy supply and the security of our 
Nation. They want nothing more than 
to operate in a free market environ-
ment without excessive government 
regulations. 

However, in a move to deflect the 
spotlight from this administration’s 
own failings and the Democrat Party’s 
own failings and their incompetent 
policies, this administration and many 
in Congress find it easier to attack the 
success of the energy companies than 
to actually confront the challenges 
that we face, often espousing policies 
to increase government interference in 
the marketplace that do more harm 
than good. 

Recently, companies like Koch Indus-
tries, which employs more than 10,000 
people in my home State of Georgia, 
contributing more than $700 million to 
our State’s economy, along with tens 
of millions in community and environ-
mental philanthropic efforts, have 
come under attack by several Demo-
crats in this body and this administra-
tion just because Koch’s work provides 
for an easy red meat target to throw to 
their radical environmental friends. 
It’s also a sad state of affairs when 
other energy companies actually post a 
positive profit report, even though 
most of these profits go back into more 
energy exploration as well as clean en-
ergy development. I’m also sure that 
you won’t hear many attacks on how 
those profits help boost the retirement 
accounts of millions of Americans and 
put more into our struggling economy 
than any government stimulus pro-
gram has or could. 

According to the new Washington 
Post/ABC News survey out today, more 
than seven in 10 Americans are suf-
fering financial hardship from the sky-
rocketing gas prices. In fact, we’ve got 
a chart here tonight, the first one in a 
series. This is the gas price, the aver-
age retail price in America when 
Barack Obama took office. The average 
price at that time was $1.84 per gallon 
just as recently as January of 2009, a 
little over 2 years ago. Look what’s 
happened. As of April 25 of this year, 
the average price per gallon was $3.88. 
The average price 2 years ago was $1.84; 
now it is $3.88, $2 higher, over twice. 
It’s over double in just a 2-year period 
of time. 

Gas prices don’t just affect the price 
at the pump. I was talking to a Mem-
ber just a few minutes ago. She was 
telling me that she just fueled her 
pickup truck, and it cost her over $100 
to fill the gas tank of her pickup truck. 

She and her husband own a ranch. They 
are active ranchers out west. Never be-
fore has she had to pay $100 to fill the 
tank of her vehicle, and I filled the 
tank of mine, and it was almost $90 in 
my GMC Yukon that I’ve used to make 
house calls as a medical doctor. This is 
unsustainable. 

Our gas prices impact our grocery 
bills, job opportunities, travel plans, 
and thousands of other decisions that 
businesses and families make. In fact, 
according to an analyst from Cameron 
Hanover, every penny increase in the 
price of gas costs consumers, American 
citizens, consumers, more than $4 mil-
lion per day. A one-penny increase 
costs consumers over $4 million per 
day. And, folks, who are hurt the most 
by this? The people who are hurt the 
most are poor people and people who 
are on limited incomes, our senior citi-
zens. 

As the cost of fuel and gas and oil go 
up because of the misplaced policies of 
this administration, this winter, fuel 
prices are going to be out of the roof. 
In fact, the President said while we 
were talking about his cap-and-trade 
bill not long ago, he said that energy 
prices, to use the President’s words, 
‘‘would necessarily skyrocket’’ for his 
policies. ‘‘Necessarily skyrocket.’’ 
Under President Obama, the cost of en-
ergy has skyrocketed. That’s what he 
has said in a national speech. 

The national average price of gaso-
line, as I just mentioned, was $1.84 
when President Obama took office. 
Today it is $3.96. Rising gasoline prices 
are hurting families and small busi-
nesses. They are costing jobs. In fact, I 
just talked to a manager of a res-
taurant in my hometown of Athens, 
Georgia, just this last weekend. He was 
telling me that when he orders food for 
his restaurant, his suppliers are adding 
a fuel surcharge, a fuel surcharge onto 
the cost of groceries, food for his res-
taurant. That’s happening in all the 
grocery stores, and that’s happening 
all across this country. It’s threatening 
our economy and our economic recov-
ery. 

While the new House majority is tak-
ing steps to address gas prices and help 
create jobs with the American Energy 
Initiative, the Obama administration’s 
anti-energy policies are driving up 
prices, and they are threatening our 
economy by blocking American energy 
production. We have had a 16 percent 
decrease in American energy produc-
tion under this administration. It is 16 
percent lower than it was projected to 
be. Future projections show continued 
decreases in domestic production and 
more and more reliance upon foreign 
imports for our energy sources, par-
ticularly for gas and oil. We’re getting 
those energy resources from countries 
that hate us, that hate our American 
free enterprise system, that hate the 
liberty we have here in this country. 

More than a 200,000-barrel-per-day de-
crease in Gulf Coast energy production, 
this is according to the Energy Infor-
mation Administration’s March 2011 
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